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Issue Comment/ reference 

The changing ratio of 
seniors to the whole 
population 

Currently, one in six Victorians are ‘seniors’ – aged 60 years or more – whereas by 2021, 
one in four Victorians will be seniors. 

www.health.vic.gov.au/agedcare/documents/Seniors  

In NSW, 4,345 persons over 60 years are indigenous, which equals 4% of the indigenous 
population and .4% of the total NSW population over 60. 

www.dadhc.nsw.gov.au/NB/rdonlyres  

In Victoria 5% of indigenous people are over the age of 60.   

www.health.vic.gov.au/agedcare/documents/Seniors 

The relationship 
between the figures 
for indigenous aged 
people, and aged 
people generally 

The significantly smaller percentage of aged Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
is directly related to their life expectancy continuing to be up to 20 years less than other 
Australians (ABS).  

13% of people over 65 in NSW were born in a non-English speaking country 

www.dadhc.nsw.gov.au/NB/rdonlyres 

The numbers of aged 
people born in non 
English speaking 
countries. 

“There has been little work undertaken to date to map the demand for aged care services 
in culturally diverse communities” (Wheeler, p. 9).   

The geographic 
spread of the aged 
between rural and 
urban centres 

In regional Victoria, for example, the proportion of seniors is increasing more rapidly than 
in Melbourne. It is predicted that by 2021, large municipalities like Geelong and 
Mornington Peninsula are expected to have the highest numbers of senior Victorians, and 
West Wimmera and Strathbogie will have senior populations exceeding 50% of the total 
local population.   

www.health.vic.gov.au/agedcare/documents/Seniors   
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