








What is VET applied research? 
Towards knowing practice
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• Does it have a distinctive educative role?
• Should it capitalise on the ability to respond quickly?
• Is it an attractive testing partner in university and/or industry 

research collaborations?
• Does its infrastructure offer the potential to host innovation 

hubs?
• Could it be a specialist in knowledge translation and 

dissemination and innovation in the workplace?
• Is it the tight link between investigating issues and making 

improvements that characterises VET research?
• Does the sector need to start ‘naming and claiming’ (Jonas, 

2012) the inquiry, scholarship and applied research it is 
undertaking? 














